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October 25, 1938 — Talk given at a meeting of clergy in Pittsburgh

“And the Lord your God showed us the way which we should pursue and the words which we should
carry out!” Book of Lamentations of the Prophet Jeremiah

Most Reverend Bishops, Right Reverend Monsignors and Reverend Brother Priests! My dear people!

When total extermination threatened this Jewish generation, the people sent their leaders as
messengers to the prophet Jeremiah. They spoke humbly and pleaded with him: “May our petition find
favor in your eyes that you may pray for us to your God for this entire remnant is all that is left from a
great many as you can see. May the Lord your God show us the road we should take and then tell us
what we should do!”

Jeremiah the prophet answered them: “ | hear you and behold | am praying to the Lord your God
according to your wishes. | will let you know every word which He answers me and | will not keep any
secret from you” They answered Jeremiah saying, “May the Lord be a witness among us of the truth
and faith with which we will fulfill every word which your God will send us through you. Whether it will
be good or bad, we will obey the voice of the Lord our God to whom we are sending you in order that
we will fare well when we listen to the Lord our God!”

Our present times are similar to the times when the oppressive iron glove was raised over the
Jewish nation, when this nation was surrounded on all sides by enemy elements, when this nation was
tottering on the brink of surrender!

Today our nation sends out its leaders, who are at the same time the leaders of the Church
Militant, entrusting them with the command:”Plead for us before your God that He would show us
which road to take and tell us what we should do!”

Reverend and dear Fathers, in the words of our immortal writer Skarga: “You have come together
in the name of the Lord to consider the dangers that are threatening, to prop up those things that led to
the fall, to correct those things which were corruptive, to heal what had been wounded and to cure
what had become dissolute. As leaders of these people who are your brothers, as guardians of those
who are asleep, as leaders of those who are unskilled and as lights for those in darkness and fathers of
simple children, you have come together to think about and plan for their good and peace. Since this is
something very confusing, go with haste to your church and to the altar to seek the grace of the Holy
Spirit that He may give you the wisdom to successfully take care of such needs.

James the Apostle advises us — “If any among you are in need of wisdom,let him ask it of the Lord
God Who gives to everyone generously and does not refuse and it will be given to you!” This heavenly
enlightenment is absolutely needed for us especially today!

Our present times are filled with uncertainties. No one knows what tomorrow will bring us. It
was not too long ago that the armed figure of the bloodthirsty god Mars hovered over the face of the
earth! Starving death giggled happily at the sight of a close and almost certain harvest. Whata
terrifying picture! Thousands of airplanes in the sky ready to spit destruction, crippling and death on a
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defenseless people! Innumerable tanks, machine guns, long range artillery, war ships and torpedoes
with fiery jaws aimed against neighbors! Countries have engaged in a mad race to arm themselves
mindful of the means of defense that are appropriate and modern! The world has become frightened
and terror has enveloped the people. It seemed that no human force is capable of restraining the
armed troops. It seems that at any minute the dikes of civilization will break down and once more
human blood will flow in floods.

Here and there, the voices of influential people responded calling upon mutual understandings — to
peaceful deliberations and to negotiations. We especially recall that sincere and beseeching appeal of
our old Holy Father, Pope Pius X1 who even offered God his own life in order to save the people from
suffering a world warl Common sense prevailed over the feverish minds of the commanders. We heard
the joyful news that there will be no war! It is needless to say that people then breathed a lot easier. At
least there won’t be such a war with weapons between states and nations!

Is there maybe peace in our world today? For years, or to be more explicit, especially during the
past quarter century, there has been a relentless and stubborn war being waged against God and
Religion. It is not being waged secretly, but openly and publicly. It is that much more dangerous be —
cause it does not attract attention to itself even though its results are more serious than they were from
the first war, because it strikes at God and murders the human soul. This battle is being waged by
godless governments using various means. They aim to kill God- the Creator, Redeemer and Law-Giver!
On the altar that rightfully belongs to that Biblical God, they place a purely material man or one of tribal
blood. There is no room here for a Christian! In order to express themselves in modern phraseology,
governments have systematically brought about asterilization of Christ’s teachings. If that does not work
for them, they resort to bloody purges. Believers are listed as “backward and superstitious”.

The idea of there being a God is cast aside as a “make-believe fairy tale”. Faith is considered as the
identity card of backwardness and ignorance. A Christian life is considered as nothing else but “a dirty
masquerade”. The introduction of religious convictions into our practical life is looked upon as an open
revolt against authority.

Now look at the results of a godless war! Imprisonment, depriving citizens of their rights,
murdering those who profess Christ, shooting of Bishops, priests and religious, the closing and burning
of churches, convents, monasteries , schools and institutions! The atheists are increasing their numbers
by raising up our young generation on the principles of atheistic materialism and arch-patriotism and
they are constantly expanding their circles by spreading their satanic propaganda through the use of the
radio and the printed word!

Reverend and dear Fathers! Let’s not deceive ourselves by thinking that all of this is happening
somewhere far beyond the boundaries of our beloved America! Let’s not console ourselves with the
thought that this could never happen among us! That which had happened before can happen again!
Remember that it was only in the year 1853 that American patriots who were members of the Know-
Nothing Party were burning and dynamiting churches, schools and convents! The ghost of intolerance
and bigotry is again spreading its wings out over us! Who knows whether we ourselves are not increa —
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sing the insolent and dangerous elements that threaten to engulf us with disaster and a deluge because
of our own inaction, our own narrow selfishness and our own apathy?

The very flag of the country in which we live is not yet either a sign or a certainty of freedom of
religion. The flags of Russia, Germany, Mexico, Austria and Spain are all different from one another.
However, every one of them sports the motto:” Away with God! Away with religion!”

Years ago, these same principles were planted on American soil and they are now ripening in the
form of cockle. We must all get to work now for time is short! The enemy is already at the gate, ready
to give the order: "Strike! Murder! Burn and Destroy! “— Then, it will already be too late!

There is yet one other ghost above us to which Skarga called to our attention - a lack of unity,
love and harmony! First, the enemy divided us into territories. Then the Proud ones , despite the fact
that we are all brother — priests, divided us into sects. Now, we ourselves are practicing parochialism!
Everyone wants to be a lord — no one wants to be a servant! Once more we have that Biblical state of
affairs where brother does not trust brother, brother is envious of his brother, brother is ridiculing
brother and brother is undermining his brother!

Now is the time for us to reach out a hand to each other and unite all professions, and all states
with the golden chain of unity, love and harmony. We must create a united front which no human force
can overcome. In order to achieve this we must begin - but not according to our Polish custom which
begins with a great burst of zeal — but only lasts for a short time and soon flickers out!

This work before us demands planning, dedication and then endless and boundless sacrifice!
Christ’s very own discretion and wisdom is needed!

Once Christ used a parable to teach us about the unjust steward. He said, “The people of this
world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light!” For years this
motto was popular: “The priest should watch his church! The priest should stay close to and hold fast

to his pulpit!” We adopted these slogans and held on to them very conscientiously! Today, we
recognize the wisdom of the people of the world and our own naivette and gullibility! They wanted to
keep us in our pulpits and in our churches. Meanwhile , they were expending every effort to break our
people of the habit of going to church — and they were quite successful in this endeavor! Today, they
are exerting their efforts with even greater fervor in offices, factories, at meetings and God only knows

where else, in order to tear the people out of our hands and from under our influence.

So, what should we do? Should we just wait in our churches, in our pulpits and in our
confessionals until the people come to us? Or —Should we go out to our people who so hunger for
Bread and need a Physician?

The spirit of religious indifference and the spirit of unbelief do not die out but they keep growing.
The ranks of the irreligious and the pompously named progressives and liberal are greatly increasing due
to mixed marriages. This is a growing threatening danger to our Church and to our nationality! In the
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presence of all this, it is time for us to refrain from giving pompous and bombastic homilies when we
preach and to roll up our sleeves and get down to genuine and practical work.

Reverend and dear Fathers:

The psalmist calls out, “Unless the Lord builds the house, in vain do they work who build it!”
Therefore, people who plan and build without the help of God, will either never begin to build, or they
will never finish the building or they will build a structure in which no one can possibly live. Let us plan
and build with Christ. Let us plan and build with humility and mortification,grounded in mature
subjective and objective piety which knows no boundaries in its dedication to the affairs of God and
neighbor. There are great dangers that threaten the Kingdom of God here on earth. Therefore,
Reverend and dear Fathers, | end by begging you with the words of our poet Krasinski:

Do not be horrified in vain
That today baseness is on the rise everywhere
Due to your faith and your will

For it is from your will that your actions must flow!




